
 
 

     
 
 
  

SENECA COUNTY 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

MEETING MINUTES 
Annual Meeting 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 
12:00 Noon 
Via Livestream due to COVID 19 
 
Attendance: 
Board Members Present: Steven Brusso, Chairman;  Thomas Kime; Tom Murray; Menzo Case:  Jeff Shipley;  

Bruce Murray;  Valerie Bassett and Steve Wadhams (arriving at 12:06pm) 
Board Members Absent: Don Trout 
Staff Attending: Sarah Davis, Executive Director, Patricia Jones, Deputy Director; Kelly Kline, 

Office Manager 
Others Attending: Robert Kernan, CFO; Rob Halpin, The Halpin Law Firm; Mitch Rowe, County 

Manager and Kyle Krenzer, FLTV 
 
Chairman Brusso called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  A quorum of the Agency’s members was present.    
 
Welcome New Board Members 
Chairman Brusso welcomed new board members Bruce Murray and Tom Murray to the IDA Board. 
 
Election of Officers for 2021: 
Chairman Brusso noted that due to the recent departure of board members the agency is temporarily limited on a 
selection to fill the officer positions.  With that being said, the slate being presented  for the 2021 officers are as 
follows:  
 
 Steve Brusso as Chairman and Treasurer and Steve Wadhams as Vice Chairman and Secretary.   
 
It is anticipated that once the new board members get more familiar with the operations of the Agency the board 
can come back and nominate new appointments to fill in the Treasurer and Secretary positions later on in the year.  
With no other nominations presented, a motion was made by Ms. Bassett.  Seconded by Mr. Kime. Members Bassett, 
Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, and Shipley  voted “yea” Mr. Trout and Mr. Wadhams were absent. Motion 
carried.  
 
Approval of IDA Meeting Minutes of December 3, 2021: 
The minutes of the Agency’s meeting of December 3, 2021 had been sent to Board members prior to the meeting.   
A motion was made by Mr. Case to approve the minutes. Seconded by Ms. Bassett. Members Bassett, Brusso, Case, 
Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, and Shipley   voted “yea” Mr. Trout and Mr. Wadhams were absent. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Wadhams arrived  
 
Approval of November 2020 Financial Statements: 
The November 2020 financial statements had been mailed to board members prior to the meeting. Mr. Kernan 
summarized the financial statements for the board. A motion was made by Mr. Case to accept the November 2020 
financial statements.  Seconded by Mr. Kime. Members Bassett, Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, Wadhams 
and Shipley  voted “yea” Mr. Trout was absent. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Annual Financial Disclosure and No Conflict of Interest Forms: 
PAAA requires the annual completion of the Financial Disclosure Form, Certification of No-Conflict of Interest form 
and Sexual Harassment Training. Blank forms had been mailed to board members prior to the meeting to be 
completed by each appointed member/employee/officer of the Seneca County IDA.  Staff is requesting Board 
members to return the completed forms to the IDA office by the end of January. Evaluations were given to board 
members and are to be submitted confidentially.  Results will be compiled by the Governance Committee.   
 
RESOLUTIONS REQUIRED FOR AUDIT:   
 

Group 1 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021 – 1 / Designation of Banking Institutions: 
 Designating the Chemung Canal Trust Company; Community Bank, NA; M&T Bank; Five Star Bank; 
 Lyons National Bank; Savannah Bank, NA, Generations Bank and Generations Commercial Bank as 
 the institutions that can be used for IDA banking purposes during the year 2021.   

 
A motion was made by Mr. Wadhams approving IDA Resolution No. 2021-1.  Seconded by Ms. Bassett. 
Members Bassett, Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, Wadhams and Shipley   voted “yea” Mr. Trout 
was absent. Mr. Case abstained due his employment with Generations Bank.  Mr. Kime abstained due to 
his employment with Lyons National Bank.  Motion carried. 

 
Group 2 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021– 2 / Designation of Persons Authorized to Sign Agency Checks:  
 Authorizing the following officers to sign checks for the IDA:  Chairman; Vice-Chairman; Secretary; 
 Treasurer; CFO; Executive Director and Deputy Director.   
 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021-3 / Designation of Legal Counsel: 
 Designating The Halpin Law Firm as Legal Counsel and Bond Counsel. 
 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021-4 / Designation of Accountant/Bookkeeper: 
 Designating the accounting firm of Dermody, Burke, & Brown to be utilized as the IDA accountant 
 and Eleanor Beattie to be the Bookkeeper for the year 2021 
 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021-5 / Designation of Auditor: 
 Designating the audit firm of Raymond F. Wager, CPA to be utilized as the IDA audit firm for the  year 

2021. 
 

IDA Resolution No. 2021-6 / Appointment of Chief Executive Officer: 
 Designating IDA Executive Director, Sarah R. Davis as CEO for the year 2021. 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Case approving IDA Resolution No’s. 2021-2; 2021-3; 2021-4; 2021-5 and 2021-
6  Seconded by Mr. Wadhams. Members Bassett, Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, Wadhams and 
Shipley   voted “yea” Mr. Trout was absent. Motion carried. 
 

Group 3 
 IDA Resolution No. 2021-7 / Appointment of Chief Financial Officer: 
 Appointing Robert E. Kernan, Jr. as the IDA Chief Financial Officer for the year 2021. 

 
A motion was made by Ms. Bassett approving IDA Resolution No. 2021-7.  Seconded by Mr. Kime. Members 
Bassett, Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, Wadhams and Shipley   voted “yea” Mr. Trout was absent. 
Mr. Case abstained due to Mr. Kernan sitting on the board of his employer,  Generations Bank. Motion 
carried. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Standing Item – Update / Seneca County Chamber of Commerce – Jeff Shipley:   
Mr. Shipley gave the following update to the board. The Chamber continues to move forward  with the One Seneca 
joint collaborative effort between the Chamber, County Government, IDA and many area businesses and private 
entities as well as non-profits.  With this collaboration, the public awareness campaign has recently run a full-page 
ad in the Seneca County Area Shopper urging the community and local businesses to be responsible in helping to  
stop the spread of COVID-19 by wearing masks and the like.  This effort has been received with a lot of positive 
comments, bringing together all of the entities in a unified fashion, and is really making a difference.  Secondly, the 
Chamber is about to formulate their 2021 advertising initiative with a robust digital marketing plan.  Mr. Shipley also 
noted he has been in communication with NYS Canal Corporation and they are looking for concessionaires to summit 
RFPs to the state to provide services along the Canal, which is an important asset to the County.  He requested that 
if the board knows of anyone that would be interested in running any sort of a concession that is unique to the trail 
or trail based activity,  the Canal Corporation will be holding an information session on January 11th for those 
interested.        
 
Standing Item – Update / Seneca County Board of Supervisors: 
County Manager Mitch Rowe advised board members that the County Board of Supervisors held their organizational 
meeting and Mr. Robert Hayssen was reappointed as Chairman for 2021.  The conveyance of the 414 sewer line from 
IDA to the County  is still underway, and he hopes to get it done within the first quarter of 2021.   
  
Executive Session: 
Chairman Brusso requested a motion to enter into Executive Session for the discussion of the medical, financial, 
credit or employment history of particular persons, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of particular persons and  to discuss the financial, credit or 
employment history of a particular corporation, or matters leading to the approval of a contract for a particular 
corporation A motion was made by Mr. Wadhams at 12:30 p.m. to enter into Executive Session. Seconded by Mr. 
Case. Motion carried. A motion was made by Mr. Case at 12:40 p.m. to come out of Executive Session. Seconded by 
Mr. Kime.  Motion carried. 
 
Salary Adjustment: 
A motion was made by Mr. Wadhams to approve a 5% annual salary increase for Office Manager, Kelly Kline.  
Seconded by Mr. Kime.  Members Bassett, Brusso, Case, Kime, B. Murray, T. Murray, Wadhams and Shipley  voted 
“yea” Mr. Trout was absent. Motion carried.  
 
Adjournment: 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Case.  Seconded by Mr. Wadhams.  Motion carried.  The meeting 
adjourned at 12:41p.m. 
 
The next regular scheduled meeting will be held on February 4, 2021 @ 12:00 Noon via Livestream due to COVID-
19. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stephen Wadhams  
Secretary  
 
pc: Margaret Li, Clerk to the Board of Supervisors  


