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IDA to Hold Public Meeting on Proposed
$19.7M Seneca Dairy Systems Project
The public is invited to attend on Thursday, July 11
WATERLOO, NY, June 20, 2019 – The Seneca County Industrial Development Agency (IDA)
today announced that the organization will hold a public meeting on Thursday, July 11, to
provide an overview of a proposed 10-year, 3-phase, $19.7 million Seneca Dairy Systems
project on approximately 75 acres of the former Seneca Army Depot.
The July 11 meeting will take place at 6 p.m. at the Romulus Fire Hall located at 2010 Cayuga St.
in Romulus. The meeting will provide an opportunity for public input.
Seneca Dairy Systems (SDS) manufactures steel products, including a mix of sheet metal, bar
stock, round and square tubing, and specialty steels that are used to make equipment for various
farm and dairy operations across the United States and other select regions worldwide.
The proposed 223,000-square-foot Seneca Dairy Systems project would be comprised of a
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility and steel galvanizing mill, an office complex, and a
warehouse. The manufacturing and galvanizing plant, office complex and a small portion of the
warehouse would be built in phase one; an expanded manufacturing facility and possible
warehouse addition would be constructed in phase two; and a larger manufacturing facility
expansion would be built during phase three.
In total, the project is expected to retain 31 existing jobs and create approximately 125 new
full-time jobs.
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“This project will be a tremendous benefit to those who live and work in Seneca County,” said
IDA Executive Director Bob Aronson. “We have been discussing this project with Seneca Dairy
Systems owner Earl Martin ever since the IDA first decided to sell the remaining Seneca Army
Depot acreage to him back in 2016. He has been meticulously planning it for more than three
years, taking everything into consideration along the way.”
Martin said the project will enable the company to keep up with demand in supplying
agricultural equipment to the dairy industry across the United States and in other markets
around the world. It also reduces the company’s dependence on China which, given the
ongoing U.S.-China trade issues, benefits not only the company, but Seneca County as a whole.
“We need to manufacture more equipment here in the U.S. in order to reduce the dairy
industry’s reliance on Chinese suppliers,” Martin said. “We are committed to this project and to
Seneca County, and with the anticipated creation of more than 100 new, good-paying jobs, we
believe it will benefit the entire regional economy.”
The former Seneca Army Depot was a military ordnance depot that once employed thousands
of service men and women and civilians during World War II. The Depot continued to be one of
the county’s largest employers throughout the Cold War. The Army closed the base in 2000 as
part of the federal Base Realignment and Closure Commission’s program.
For more information, contact the IDA at 315-539-1725 or r.aronson@senecacountyida.org.
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